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My honourable friend 
Mr. CHARL ES 


FAIRERAY. 


SIR; 
=] 0 render an account 
Fi for the preſent de- 
wa) dication, fince there 
IG was 4 dying ſeis'd 
of the firſt of rey 
copy, in _your highly 
valued Brother, who now remaines 
at Frankenthal upon the bed of ho. 
wour, it mavoydably ſopinn'd me up, 
A3 that 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


that I could not impropriat what once 
he pleas'd to reckon his, from the 
name of Fairefax. And though for 
quantity it may ſeeme diſproportio- 
pable, and but a poore, and petty 
quillet ; yet are not reliques ſo much 
accounted of , for the multitude of 
graines, and carats, as their neere 
relation, and predependence ; nei- 
ther can I be diffident, but what was 
his, whom you ſo dearly loved, will 
under a benigne aſpe, be thus pre- 
ſented you, by 


Your old and moſt humble 


Friend and Servant, 
GEO, TOOKE. 
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ATTOOEEEEELEEEEE IAEA ENS ESS. 
To the Reader. 


Muſt impart, that a 
tedious train of mia 

4 ny years with their 
RY cralic incidents, ad- 
viſing me now at 
length, to ſearch the 


: ſeverall nookes and 
corners of my houſe, that it might che 
better be ſer in order ; and among ſome 
old neglected papers, obſerving how 
probably the following colleion might 
undeceive ſuch, as by bcing prepoſels'd, 
would otherwiſc fix upon uncertains 
ties : conſidering ( [ſay) that wee finde 
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To the Reader. 
chronologie, packing fo like brethren in 
evill, to foile and foole our ſucceſſours, 
with many credulous and partiall infer- 
marions ; ſo like an ignis fatins miſguid- 
ing, and intangling humanity, among 
the mycric pits, and pooles, of error and 
faulthood; Tconcluded it a pcece of pic- 
ty, thus to ſtand for the truth , which 
has bin ſo long,(o fabulouſly clouded; bez 
ing confident,that though Thold it not out 
at a ſpacious, and double-leaf'd window, 
yet this little cleare-ſtory, will reveale ſo 
much new light, yeeld ſuchan improved 


ſatisfaion, as may both beſceme his ace;p- 


rance,and the tender,of 


his well wiſhing friend 
G. T. 
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Thedeplorable Tragedie 


FLORIS 


The fift, EARLE of 


Holland, Zealand and: Lord 
of FRISL AND. 


ter the ſurpriſe and death of 
di that valorous William Earl 
of Holland, and Ceſar ele 
Florss the faft, of that name 
ſucceeded him, inreſpeR of 
his infancy, being with all 
| So his Dominions, committed 
£5 200 020 09029 tothetutelage of his Vnckle 
Floris Preſident of Holland; and the ſame who ex- 
ployted heretofore ſo Oy upon the — 
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2 The deplorable Tragedy 

at Weſt-Chapple ; which ProteQor wrought ſo 
ſtri& a confederacie between Helland and Flanders, 
that by vertue thereof, Guy of Dampire was freed 
from his impriſonment ; and beſides other Articles 
it was likewiſe concluded, that either his young Ne- 
phew Flexi, orelſc he himſelfe ſhould marry Beatrice 
Daughter to the ſaid Guy , and in dower with her 
be poſſeſſed of whatſoever righr or title hee cither 
had, or pretended to have in the Ifles of Zealand : 
ſhortly after which agreement, the glorious Yice- Roy 
being in a tournament mortally wounded, deceaſed 
at CA nwerp; his Soveraigne office, as ſame reporr, 
=_ conferred upon Henry Duke of Brabayt, great 
Vnkles ſonne tothe Infant Earl ; but ſuch diſtaſt(Tay 
they) gave the infolency of his followers, that hee 
was in ſhort time again depriv'd it. Others there are 
(and very authenticall) that make no mention af him, 
but immediately uponthe deceaſe of Flor#, produce 
Ahat Chanel of Henegaw, and Otto Earl of Gel- 
ders in competition for the regencie, this Orro was 
oreat Aunts ſonne to Floris, and preferr'd by the Hol 
landers in reſpe& of his Sex ;thoſe of Zealand ſided 
rather with the former eAlyar, (dowager of Fohnof 
eAveſnes) King Williams Siſter, avouching her to 
bee the next of bloud; and ſo reſolute was either par- 
tie, that it was ſoon brought to the doubtfull iſſue 
of a battaile, in which there fell many of both ſides, 
but the Hollanders prevailing, Count Otto was con- 
firm'd. during whoſe government, 'and the nonage 
of their Prince, the Kermers, Weſt-frizes, Water- 
landers, and vulgaritie plotting together like 
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of Fox 15the fifth ; 
a hedge of Thornes, ſo malepertly bandied a- 
gainſt the Nobility and Gentrie, threatning to de- 
preſs all ſwelling titles, to levell all degrees ; thar 
like a furious torrent they ruinated many of their 
Townes, Forts and Caſtles , enforcing them for 
refuge into the Citie of H A R L EM : now 
this outragious multitude ranging thus through 
the whole country, and advancing at length intot 
Signiorie of Amſtel*, ſo forcibly preſſed upon Ghiſ- 
bert Lord of it,thatg concluding the preſent necel- 
fity for a vertue, he placed himſelf in their head to 
be their leader; and after the ſiege of Utredeland*+ 
Schonce, drew them direQAly to the wealthy Ci- 
tie of Utrecht : where at their firſt approach, they 
lkewiſe ſo wrought with thoſe birds of their 
own feather , the Communaly ; thatthrough a mu- 
euall compliance , forty of their cheife Gentrie 
and Governours, were ſuddainly chaſed forth 
the Ports, and both new laws enacted, and a- 
mong the tradeſmen new Officers alſo eleRed, to 
countenance , and maintaine them in their due 
force and vertue, whereupon Fohn Biſhop of that 
Province ( perſonally afſiſted by Count Otto Pro- 
tetor of Holland) reſolving to reſtore the ba- 


* In which 

A mſtellredam 

(now Amfler- 

dam) was after- 
ward founded. 


niſh'd 0ptimacie, and with condigne puniffimieng_ — _ 


repay this unruly rout, advanced towards them, 
quartering at Zeyſ# , but upon information thar 
their numbers were now further augmented by 
thoſe of Amerfford and Ameland , he retreated a- 
oain to the Yeliewe intending there an increaſe of his 
own : which as yet held no due proportion with 

B2 ſuch 
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ſuch,;an- imployment. In the interim Ghyſbert of 
Amtell ( having firſt applied this oportunity to 
the bringing about of his own private ends , 
and ruinated the poſſefſions of Ghysbert of Abconde, 
Williem of Ryſenbourg, and Hubert of Fiana his ene- 
mies} began cunningly.ito perfwade a furceaſe of 
any. further violence ; and the motion becomming 
more plauſible in reſpeRt of harveſt neere at hand, 
with a generall inclination of \providing ſealona- 
bly for their abſent families ;, they-now -relented 
from the former pertinacy, being againe affeRio- 
nately. homeward bound : yet when in this re- 
treat, approaching Harlem where the Nobles and 
Gentrie. were then fottified , the view of tit gave 
ſuch freſh: fire to their fury, that recolleing and 
newly rallying their ſcatter'd multitude , they preſ- 
ſed it ſuddainly with ſeverall and ſharp affaults 
but by:the noble defendants were ſtill as couragie 
ouſly beaten off, this continuing, till Fohn of Perſin 
an adventerous Knight, iſſuing out in the | nights 
obſcurity, and by ſurpriſe enabling himſelfe- with 
a ſutable proportion of their waggons ,, hurricd 
preſently into Kermerland, the principall place of 
their aboad, conſuming many of their villages 
with a mercileſs fire , diſmard at which diſaſter, 
they precipitately brake up, and leaving with the 
Seige both: their tents and-- bagage behind them, 
fled direly homeward 3 the Harlemers beating 
upon their reare, and putting many to the ſword, 
_ many priſoners, and much booty. Upon 
which. diverſton, and diſhattning of the maine, Bi- 
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; of FLOR 15s the fift. 5 
ſhop Fohy and; Count grto being (till ſolicitous for 
the. bye, ſate | downe . with their Army before 
Utrecht, intending a reſtitution of the Priſtine Ga- 
verment;butſoon after(as a more firting task for their 
ſmall numbers,) diſlog'd againe, laying their ſiege 
rather to Mmerfford, which town having much'in- 
cenſed the Earl Protcaor, with ſome ſcandals caſt 
upon his reputation, was by many daily ruins com- 
pell'd at length, to an unwilling ſubmiſſion , and 
nerewithall , as either ſomewhat appealed; or di- 
ſtruſtfull of any, further ſucceſs, the [Biſhop de- 
parted fo Deverter, and. Count, 0:tto hikewite elſe- 
where ſo deferring over the reducement of Utrecht, 
that, in tract, of time-it, became. the. worke of ano- 
ther hand ; for.about Free yeare after this . inſur- 
retion, Sweder of  Boſechem a noble Knight, afliſted 
by the late baniſhed Uzricians, did in the night and 
by.ſcalado make, a re-entrie,, where. between'the 
oppolite.parties there enſued 2 bloody, conteſtation, 
Gl Sweder and his partiſans .at length -prevailing, 
the mutinous were diſpoſeſs'd , their erected eonn- 
{ell diffolv'd ,, and ancient Magiſtrates remitted to 
their former honours /and offices; finally, though 
ſoone after , the {cditious made another ſecret; re- 
entrie cauſing' much, blood-thed, yet Claes of Catts 
( upon the late deceaſe. of Earl Otto, now regent 
of Holland) forcing the ports, interpols'd himſelfe 
as an awfull arbitrator, and by the ſevere expulſion 
of more then a thouſand bourghers ; ſetled it again 
in a flouriſhing proſperitie, bro 
Afﬀer the depreſſion of which impudent uproare, 
"= B 3 Floris 


6 The deplorable Tragedy 
Floris being now of riper yeares and more ſuffici- 
ency, removing others frem the helme of govern- 
ment, undertook the fteerage of it himſelte; and 
induced by the zeale of recovering his Fathers bo- 
dy, revenging his death, and for an utter con- 
ſternation of ſuch' continuall and bloody muti- 
nes, ſped him with a convenient Army into We##- 
Frieſland, where at Verones neer A lckmarr the 
Rebels bade him batraile, and ſlaughtering five 
hundred of his men, had the reſt likewiſe in chaſe; 
but ere they could entitle it an entire victory, the 
Hollanders \ike a turning tide making head anew, 
prevaill'd both to check the purſuit , and diſtreſs 
the purſewers, cight hundred Freiſlanders were (lain 
at this ſecond charge, and'the Prince likewiſe ha- 
ving loſt many of quality, though fewer in num- 
ber, was for the preſent contented thus to return 
again int o Holland : where after ſome intervenient 
patges (of which his being Knighted at 'Hertogher 
Boſch, and compelling his Aunt LYhdt and her 
children to leave the land, were moſt remarkable) 
obſerving that Fohn of Utrecht, though both juſtly 
and as reſolutely bent againſt Ghysbert of Amſtel 
and *Haermon of Woorden oppoſing him, came yet 
ſhort of his ends, as being worſted' in the con- 
deſtation; he with his forces made up the Biſhops 
fide, falling on reſolutely upon Hredeland one of 
their ſtrongeſt -peeces, - where the Lord A rn0ld 
brother to 'Ghyſbert commanded in chiefe, and gave 
ſo good account of his valour, that F Z ORIS mil- 
doubting (as it ſeemes) that the fiege might bee 
drawn 


FFLOR1Ss the fifth. , 


drawn out in length, ſent for the Lord Coſtiz of 
Reneſie, and arecruit of Jelanders, wherewithall to 
thicken his body, and ou it the ſtreighter ; which 
ſupply _ wayelayd by Ghysbert, and oppoſed 
at Loeney, there befell between them a ſharp en- 
counter, and with much blood-ſhed ;wherein thoſe 
of Zealand ſo bravely hew'd out the day, that Ghys- 
bert and many of his partiſans, were driven to ren- 
der themſelves demanding quarter ; and as a fruit 
of this victory, Arnold now diſpairing of any reſ- 
cue, ſubmitted both himſelf and the fort to Fle- 
ris; who having ſtrengthned it with all neceſfaries, 
as a further part of” the worke ſtillbehind, drew 
preſently with his Army towards the ſecond Col- 
leager, intending as they were birds of the fame 
feather, {o likewiſe to involve Haermon of Woorden 
in the ſame fortune: but this wary Lord diliberate- 
ly weighing the Princes power, and how danger- 
ous it was for an earthen pot to combat with an 
iron pillar ; wiſely gave way, retreating into for- 
raigne parts ; howſoever his eſtate being importa- 
ble, and fince Mowntfort eſpecially was left ſo 
trough a pile, as might ſet a brighter glaſs upon 
the Princes ſword ; here did he next engage his 
forces, attempting it with all poſſible gallantiie ; yet 
were the defendants ſo compleated with fortitica- 
tion, amunition; and reſolution, that he ſubdued 
it not, bur at the rate of almoft a years fiege, and 
then by ſtorming , ſuch a circumſtance as giving 
more fire to fury, almoſt made a generall ſflaugh- 
ter of the defendants : nor was the Prince appea- 
ſed 
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ſed, till upon» the dayly haraſſing of Haermons c- 
ſtate, the Colleagers were at length contented to 
receive conditions, deſcending (and upon ſufficient 
caution, even the loſs of all their temporall ſub- 
ſiſtanceXto reſtore, whatſoever they detayned from 
the Biſhop; never-after to bandy either againſt the 
Biſhop or Prince z and in reſpect of his late loſs, 
and long expence,to hold of him in ſoveraigntie, 
and become his homagers. Thus was the ſtorme 
now overblown, and there -enſued a great ſereni- 
ty, for though this compact-of theirs was but for- 
mall, and with a pad ſtill lurking in the ſtraw of 
reconciliation, yet Floris dealt ſo really both in 
forgiving, and even forgetting all miſdemeanours; 
that as a wittneſs of it, and his extraordinary fa- 
vour, they were afterwards admitted by him into 
ſo full and neere atruft, as evea to become of his 
intimate counſel]. 

Nay ſomuch, was both his confidence and cou- 
rage heigthend up by this ſucceſſe, uſhering to 
more and greater viRtories, that now again he made 
another attempt upon the rebellious Freiſlanders : 
and as revenge though being:often ſlow, does yet 
at length-ſtrike ſure z they were ſoon after inga- 

ed, and twice routed by him : firſt at Scelling - 
= the ſecond time, and with remarkable ſlaughter 
at Heoghwoud ,, where having alſo recovered his fa. 
thers body, another principall ; the next care was 
to ſee it royally interred among thoſe of his an- 
ceſtors, and to this end he now deſcended his ſe- ” 
cond time backe into Holland, reſpiting the further 
| final! 


of FLORK 18 the fift, 9 
finall proſecution till ſome other convenience, which 
after. was preſented by an extraordinary accident; 
for though abundance of water had hetherto inre- 
ſpe& of their broken ſituations, been their true 
and ready ſafeguard ; yet this now turning as trea- 
cherous as themſelves, made fo ſtrange an inſurreQi- 
on; and being inraged. with tempeſt, eat ſo fattal- 
ly through their bankes and defenſatives , that the 
Country - lay depreſt under the waight of ſuch a 
miſerable deluge, as was ſaid to ſuffocate even 
the wofull number of almoſt cighty thouſand per- 
ſons: ſo that Floris being upon this ſcean of entry, 
prompted again into ation ; deputed Dirick Baron 
of Brederoode, with a convenable armado , to try 
whether the rebellion might yet at length, by this 
new and naval] kind of warrefare receive an ulti- 
mate end. And of ſuch induſtry was this Comman- 
der, fo skilfull in the manage of all advantages ; 
that by preſſing the Frieſes both home, and ſuddain- 
ly while uncompoſed, and looſely ſcatter'd in this 
raging innundation ; they finally were brought to 
reaſon; both rendring hoſtages, for their future obe- 
dience ; and having ſuch courſer manicles, ſuch Forts 
and Caſtles ſcatteringly impos'd upon the coun- 
try, as might prevent all enſuing difloyaltie : yet 
ſo rough and inflexable was this people , that 
through all theſe heavy tyes, with (to book ) an 
oath of alleygiance yeelded; they could here- 
afrer break again into their former madneſs. 

Now Floris whether inſtigated by a youthful 
heat, to ſearch that Southern ſea which had ſo new- 
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ly ſwellowed all the traſt between Enchuſen and 
Staveres ; or 23 occaſion was offered to make him- 
ſelfe ſtill more confiderable by an improvement of 
eſtate : made another voyage ſoon after into that 
further and more Eaſterly Frieſland , where at his 
fitting down before Steveren, the citizens obſervi 
with how much felicity he hitherto had carrie 
his defignes, and rather choofing his ſoft embra- 
ces, then his rigid armes ; ſet all their ports open, 
acknowledging him for their licge and ſoveraigne 
Lord , whereby they were ſo high advanced in the 
Princes opinion , that as a requitall, hee likewiſe 
raiſed the ſplendor of their city, decoring it with 
many extraordinary rites and priviledgee. 

Yet was he not fo high above diſcomſe, and 
oppoſition, but upon his arrive again at the Hague, 
ſeverall colleted humours, and of dangerous cor- 
ſequence, were both in Holland and Jealand, gathers 
ing head againſt him ; and with more aſſurance, bc- 
cauſe ſeconded by Guy Dampire Earle of Flaun- 
ders : for though in purſuance of ſome former ar- 
ticles, the Prince had taken his daughter Beatrice 
to wife z receiving with her in dowry, all ſuch 
right and title as the ſaid Guy pretended to in Fea- 
land, and was accordingly the firſt that writ him- 
ſelf Earl-of ic; yet this his father in law, whether 
repining fill at the tranſaRion of his intereſt in the 
{yd country; or new acccnded by fome long hid- 
den embers, for his former defeat at Wef-chappelt; 
or elſe envious at his ſons ſucceſſe, and to = 
him more in ballance ; was ſtill ready at the back- 
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doore to ſcant the gale of his glory: And thus did 
he now pecce mn with Wolfard of YFeere, Fohn of 
Reneſſe, Florence of Borſalen, and ſome other of his 
ſubje&s, prerending a:reformation of their grievat- 
ces z but doubtlefle having ſome other hidden re- 
ſpeas, which thoſe his in-uſherers muſt likewiſe 
ſwallow, or clic perhaps be ſlaved and ſwallowed of 


2n goverment ; the intruding nipps and 
ewictns miog, wrong (ie een ch 
* v7 = _ faid Flemiſh Earle. 

Who iſe upon ſo ing an 
wafted his army over by che Mſand of wakh 
en, vouring the eſforrthereof, ' nd as 
+4eadivg card , firſt to ſeize Hydleborge the Me 
crapolis ; or I may call it elſe the Cabinet, ic which 
Floris had at the preſent entruſted both his Lady 
Beatrice and her ſon Fo, his richeſt Tewels, The 
newes of whoſe danger fo throughly nettled' hirtt, 
that he preſently ſet ſaile for (alan, hoping yet 
ſuch another ſea viftory, as by leavelli Plem- 
ines with the Frieſes , might both- right himſclfe 
and relieve his friends : bur upoty the pithie rtiedia- 
tion of John Duke of Brabant, this martiall heate 
was ſoon after diſſolved into ſuch atreaty of peace, 
as perhaps was one of thoſe hidden coales whicty 
at length kindled/ the Princes deffriition. For* the 
paſſionate Flemiſh Earl, being wedded to his own 
wicked wayes, made atrapof atreaty ; and'break- 
ing over all bounders, all caution of tree egreſſe, 
and regreſs: as ſoon as Floyis wasentred into Berr-whte; 
the lice appointed ts debate i; forceably keys 
2 im 
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him for his priſoners and this(asit appears by the 
conſequence ) without any: redemption, unleſs by 
yeelding to very rigid conditions ; infomuch that 
Floris like a twigge 1n a tempeſt, bowing that he 
might not break ;, was content to. ſlubber himſelfe 
out of bondage, by complying with any demands 
whatſoever : yeteven this alſo wrought not effetu- 


ally, till-Fobz of Brabant .had engag'd himſelf for 


the - performance, Which over-doing of the | pre- 
miſes, was an undoing to the ſequell ; for the recent- 
ment of this trecherous coertion, ſo cut him to the 
quick, that when free again andat liberty, he flatly 

iſavowed all former covenants ; alleadging; they 
were violently obtruded and- made by: dures; ant 
pinning what prejudice. he might upon his pledge 
the Brabander, as one ſuſpected to have a hand 
knyckle deep{inthis diſaſter, theſe indignities; and 
by. which, the buſie Duke ( as ſome report )-was-a- 
gain irritated to concur with others in his after 
downfall. For though the preſent inſurrection was. 
now wethered out, his malecontents being; pacified 
and reaſſured, yet had Floris'other enemies more 
cloſe and much-more fatall, of which hereafter in 
the peculiar-place, we being now to proceed in amore 
plauſible. key. And ſuch viciffitudes aretherc/inthe, 
ſtory of humanity, that the'former ſhowre beihg 
thus overblown, a gracious Sun-ſhine, a-ſceaniof. 
joy. and gladneſle is next, to take the ſtage. The 
principall Afor whereof, was Derick Earl of Cleve, 
who about this time made.his deſcenr- into Hollapd, 
to, congratulate the ſafety. of his Nephew FLORIS H 

| an 
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and well might this. require great feſtivity, ſince 
he gave him not only a bare viſit, but as a fur- 
ther token of his intimate affeRion, both the town 
and fort of Workum upon the river Wahal, and al- 
ſo the ſignipry of Hueſden and Altena : paſſing them 
over to be members of Holland, and Jifniſſing Iohn 
the ſeventh of that name, Lord of Hwſden, to be- 
come his Nephews homager. After which againe 
FLORIS had ſtill other irons, inthe fixe, and of 
much mote concernment , entitling him'to a farre 
higher ſoveraignty z For the late deceaſe of .1- 
LEX ANDE R King of Scotland and his ifſue line- 
all, imbarking. Balial, Brace, and ſix; other. collate- 
rall -heirs,, :in a_competitipn for. that - Kingdome ; 
Ftirs as one of the — anda A be- 
ing now at the {take z that he-might play the beſt 
of... his game, bore up preſently for Eyglend : where 
no.doubt; but his deſcent from Florin third,.and 
his, Wife eAda; Daughter to Henry, eldeſt ſon to 
David firſt of that name King of SC 0 T'S, was 
to King Edward Long-ſhanks,. (ſole Arbiter in the 
cauſe . depending ) pathetically pleaded: and - put 
home : But when upon ſecond thoughts perceiv- 
ing how inconyenient it might be to tranſplant-from 
his ancient center, ayd ſettle in'a wild and -barren 
Country, full of Fegds and partialities , "_ 
o__— with what obſtructions his ſute was ſuf- 
focated by .the Scottiſh party; he. became from 


more indifferent, at length ſo key-cold in the pro- 
{cution ; that upon the former Motives, KING 
E.D.W. AR, D8 adviſe, and'a Compoſition ten- 
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dered , he was contented to fit downe and' make 
over his Intereſt, laying out his after time and 
toyle at better rates, and more aſfurance. Petticu- 
lacly with ſuch fucceſſe in a Treaty of marriage 
between the Lady Elizabeth, K I N G Edwards 
Daughter, and his fon Foh»; that their being mn- 
tually contrated , -was arr occaſion-of much joy 
and ſtrengthning to his friends, to his enemies of 
ſuch deſpite and' envie; '-that Guy Dampire began 
here to ſhew his teeth again, Walcheren the jang- 
ling bone betwixt them, might now perhaps bee 
reduced upon cafier conditions; the Sheapherd 
was abſent and ſheep-more open to ſarprize. O 
but ' yet his Deputics were ſo couragious and vi- 
' that Derick Baron of Brederoode , ſfurnamed 
the Gentle, 'and 70hn 'Lord of Reneffe; with ſo- 
daine- and* proportionable levies , interpoſed them- 
ſelves upon' the*frontire, Whether alſo Floris upon 
a- ſwift intelligenee (as IM newes doe commonly 
make good wing) incominently wafted over; and 
finding his Father Guy falne off from his og as 
fitting faſÞ wichin his- Quarter ; became the more 
confident; - imploying” Reneſſe with part of his' Ar- 
my into Flanders, Brederoode' with the reſt into 
Cadſant : where the firft having fired Slays, the 
rother phandered' alt the- Country adjoyning , they 
then with a rallied* bedy , fpurt'd in fo ronghly 
upon the Flemiſh Forces ,' that for the moſt part 
they were drown'd; flaine, or taker upon quarter. 
Some Authors there are', which differing in the 
refation-,- ſpeake- indeed of the Princes” Englih 
== voyage 
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voyage and ſale of his Scotiſh title, but defer the 
former contract of marriage till after this viQory, 
which they likewiſe fituat in a different place , 
ſaying that at the lame of Siwys, and her devaſted 
confines, the Flemiſh reſolution took ſuch fire, that 
wafting over with a divertive war into South- Bever- 
land, they there were payed for their pains as for- 
metly : and then did FLORIS, therather to de- 
ter any ſubſequent incurtion, contraſt with Eng- 
land, ſending thither his ſon Fohn5 and obraining 
(as a thing caſt in upon the by ) that the Engliſh 
Wool-ſtaple, (in revenew a kind of Golden fleece;) 
ſhould be tranſported to his city of Port; whence 
(lay they )it was ere long again removed: to: Afeche- 
len, the reaſon, becauſe Floris either led by the vaſt 
fees of France, as ſome report it; or upon ſome 
pretenſions againſt England, which they would 
have to overballance any former confederation, (as 
ſome others) changing his copy ; became a pro- 
feſt partiſan to Phillip the Faire, King Edwards ut- 
ter enemy. This I ſay is likewiſe recorded, and by 
agood hand ; yet- will I prefſe nothing upon the 
readers beliefe, but leaving him freely ro make his 
own eleRion, and what uſe he pleaſe, of theſe in- 
ſerted peeces; I return again with my firſt author, 
to diſh out the fruit atrain'd by this precedent victo- 
ry; and ſo fair a ſettV'd calme enſu'd upon it, that 
Fleris having deliberatly lyn'd his'frontire with re- 
donts and ſconces, to the like future im- 


vaſion; elected now after the rough t ſtons 
waics of warre, to repoſe a while in Fray cen 
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pathes. of peace: but here alaſs he met with many 
pert and poyſonous reptil's, which in his aſperous 
weather, cither kept cloſe in their holes, or elſe 
were deſpicably dull and frozen. The tragick ſequell 
will ſufficiently clear it , to proceed with which, 
though Princes purpoſes are often —_— , yet 
this retiring was 1n Florjs ſo bent a reſolution, that 
he withdrew accordingly to the H 4 GH E, where 
no donbt but his palace rung out with plaudits and 
Tubilations, eſpecially at the next day of our 8 4- 
VIOURS NaT1virtis : when: having for the 
more magnificence, ſummoned to him forty of his 
wealthycſt Hollanders, and beſt reputed of , he 
with'them_ held a high open court, in cloſe of all, 
and as a crown to the feaſt; giving each of them 
the order of Knighthood. And though this a&ion 
of his were ſufficiently back'd with reaſon of ſtate; 
as being firſt to reare a new ſucceſſive gentry for 
what had falne in Frieſland, Flaunders, and by 
the poyſon of a late epidemicall diſeaſe; as alſo to 
vindicate his perogative, and at pleaſure multiply and 
raiſe the ſhoulders, upon. which he himſelf. might 
tand ſafe -and higher , yer was it much diſtaſted 
by thofe of ancient Knighthood, and deſcent: they 
would needs cenſure it, an over-tentring of ſo fine 
a web as that honor , reproaching him accordingly 
to; be the clunches- god. And among theſe malig- 
nants, ;that/ nefarious Gerrit of Yelſon was inrag'd 
unapeaſably ; for 'ſuppolſing the former exception 
may ſcem but triviall;. yet his brother had by the 
Princes command ; ſuffered under the hand of 'the 
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Headſman, nay Gerrit himſelfe as joymly crimi- 
nall, was then alſo miſerably clowded with al- 
moſt a yeares impriſonment ; and though at length 
the proofes of bis innocencie cleared it up again , 
and Flor ſought with many perpendicular beams 
of his favour, toexpiat all former grievances, yet 
was his rage implacable, briſtling by S IN. 
to as helli fury, has ever care as yet tingled with. 
to proceed with: the fatall proceſſe whereof, as 
flatterers will. have the faults of Princes like hills 
and dales inthe Globe, undiſcernably ſwallowed 
up ( forſooth ) in their vaſtneſſe, and immenſitie : 
ſo no doubt but Flori bad ſome ſuch Privadoes, 
as while they pick'd the feathers from his Coate, 
could cheriſh ſundry beames' within his eye; and 
ſo brazenly did theſe debauch him, that at length 
hee ſtucke not to riot-out thoſe amorous embra- 
ces upon'a * Concubine, which were onely due 
to his own deareſt Lady. And if he that ſtcales, 
though ' even to ſatisfie his hunger, ſhall yet bee 
puniſht ſeaven-fold ; what elſe could follow ſuch 
an adulterous ſurfeir & but far greater caſtigation # 
and even to bee made a publicke example for the 
futures, as ſoone after befell Floris, For whether 
through the force, the flaſhes of a guilty Conſci- 
ence , or that hee found a facietic, a nauſcouſneſſe 
in his unlawfull Miſtris, or what clſc might be the 
cauſe, hee concluded at length to forbeare: her 
further company z but this both in reſpeR of her 
deſcent, (as being reported to- be Daughter to the 
Lord of Heuſdey,) and ſome _ Mortives, = 
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done in the faireſt manner ; and by marriyng her 
to ſome ſuch perſon, whoſe quality might the ra- 
ther ſoder up her reputation. Now * fince Gerrit 
conſidering the many royall obligations conferr'd 
gpon him, might be thought more tratable , this 
was the party pitch'd upon, to him is the motion 
made; and here the bone but diſſemblingly knit 
a-while , was a$aine unrecoverably broken: ſince 
he not only anſwered in the negative, as diſdain- 
ing to be cobled up with a caſt-ſutez but retour- 
ning courfly upon the Prince-'apaitie, by name+ 
ing her his Whore, ( a diſhonour incompatible 
with the Bridall bed,) it foboyl'd him up, toſfuch 
a fintull pertinacie ; that he as ſodainty replyed a+ 
gaine, and yet in deſpight of ſuch a coy and 
ſtomack , even to my Whore ſhalt thou 
bee married : howſoever Gerrie negleting what 


_ , wats ſaid, as but the Vapor of a heady Paſhon, 


match'd himſelfe foone after with the Daughter 
of Harrmon of Worden; that ſhould the Coales fo 
lately kindled , breake-out into a flame; he mi 
either ſmother it dy. power? or elſe allay ic by 
raiſe and alliance. this (fince Hermon had 
Handy contrated* not to march her withoutthe 
Princes conſent,) was rather to poure oyle upon it 
then water; and became ſuch a ſecond provoca- 
Me en GE Het 
- -eage, toperpetrate or 
had threatned . Thad having thronghly caſt his 
Cards, ſp put the pack upon Gerrit; that by re- 
moving him as- an Ambaſſador , and nadcr a pre- 
4 u_ tence 
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tence forfooth of honour, into forreigneparts ; there 
enſued a freer opportunity to viſit his houſe of 
Croningborg, and trie what mettle his Lady was 
made of; which ( as appeares by the ſequel}, 
was far from Adulterate, and of fo pure an allay, 
as might have challeng'd a farre Nobler valuation, 
then to be made an example of miſerable vertue ; 
for the peremptory Prince, when his ſmooth-and 
ſofter way of court-ſhip forted not; putting all 
iſpuiſes apart, would necdes ruſh d y 
on the forbidden fruit, and crops it off by r 
ſaluage way of raviſhment , relinquiſhing the 
Creature, fo torne upon the racke of re- 
proach and lamentation; that Geryit at his returne 
was likewiſe ſwallowed in the ſame bottomlefſe 
Sea of _— a ſolemnly vowing a moſt fevere 
revenge: a IPPi iculers, 1 
Harmon his Father in laws, bis Vncke Clyſhrt,and 
others in the conſpiracie. 
. "Thus ſmooth runs the old Hellands Chronicle, 
yet are fome Criticks very jealous of the rape 
ctended, as what neitheir * Becs, nor the rime * Twoauthen- 
Chronicler have taken any notice 'of ; they will © Chronic 
have the Dutch disjunQives over and ſpe8, figni- reereftio tho 
fying pleaſantly , or in ſport, to have beene by time. 
the heedleſſe Tranſcriber made entire, and into 
over-ſpell, which is adultery ; and thenthe context 
admitting a diverſe int 10n, and with a lit- 
tle ſtreſſe, being ſomewhat inclinable , *tis likely 
( fay they) that this miſtake of che Writer, this 
untortunate conneQion, has thus prodigioufly dif- 
D 2 figured 
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figured Floris, adding a root of Worm-wood'to 
his orher bitterneſſe: but with what ſafty we may 
hold theſe ſuppoſitions out for impoſitions, and 
over-credulouſly preſſe ſuch an uncertaine criti- 
ciſme, may the rather. be ſulpeQed,; becauſe there 
was ſufficient other fewell to ſtoake up- the com- 
buſtion. Ghyſbert of Emſtell how cunningly con- 
come it, was ſtill incended for the loſſe of Ure- 
delind, Harmon of Warden for Montfort, both which 
reflected heavily upon' Flors#; 'then muſt the harſh 
extermination of his Aunt Ahdt and her Children, 
needs foment a further heart-burning, as did alſo 
his ſlattering out of honour, . for to take from a mul- 
tude, for the preferment of a few, without other 
inſtization then the mony-bag, then the Gold-ring 
ſo familiarly found in a Swins-ſnowt , does likewiſe 
occaſion'a prejudiciall gathering of humors. Nei- 
ther could Fohn 1, of Hueſden, but be very ſenſible 
of his daughters deduRion, to the diſhonorable con- 
dition of a Concubine ; beſides tis probable enough 
that ſome of thoſe exaſperated ſpirits, rifing here- 
tofore with Guy Dempire,, were not yet conſide- 
rably layed ; which manifold diſtemper being now 
obſerved by Gerrit of Yelſon, hee with the leaven 
of his wrath and malice, ill further ſowred the 
whole party: ſo that the curious crotchet formerly 
ppees : rg am that/ ſuch a're-bated 

e ſhou ay) be weapon enough toconteſt 

and altogether profligat 7 perro diſ-indiring 
Flor of the former raviſhment ; I muſt bee very 
ſhic in yeelding to, and will conclude onf witha 
| T EU Quere 
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Quere z re-entring now againe, where I ſo lately 
left that mafter-wheele Gerriz of Yelſon , work- 
ing the ſubordinate conſpirators unto action. 
Which he did with more facility, and theſe al- 
fo became the greater confidents, becauſe Flor;s 
had now runne the diſpleaſure of his ableſt neigh- 
boursz Edward of England, and Guy Dampire 4 
ing both diſtaſted, for his late ſiding with Philip 
the faire King of Fraxce; and Fohn. Duke of Zra- 
bant for diſclaiming the Treaty of | Beir-ulit , and 
ſwitching him up from a pledge to a principall, In 
a word, theſe Princes though cautine enough , were 
yet- ſo little coy-to {well upthe malignity, and pri- 
vately relieve, it with ſupport and countenance, that 
Gerrit of Yelſon was imploy'd to. Camerick.,) there 
to conſult there ſeverall agents, about the menag= 
ing a peece ſo ponderous, and.open'to conſtrudis 
on: where finally the embrion\was wrought info 
forme; i& being concluded, \zhat.\Flori ſhould\by 
ſurpriſall be perpetually impriſon'd in England, and 
his ſonne Fon ( King Edwards ſonne in law) ſct- 
led in, the Government. And: ſo wiſe are the chil- 
dren of this\world in theis Generation, thax;this 
was attempted ſoone after by the. vigor of a. dou- 
ble artificez the former being, to remove himfrom 
his preſent. ſhelter, the ſecond: to ruine him with 
open prejudice z for thus his convenienter arbitra- 
ting in a difference, between the comfraters Ghyſ- 
bert and Harmon, with the houſe of Zuylen, firſt 
invegled him forth of Holand to the. City of 
Urrecht,z where there was then Lonethes filken ſnare 
| 3 a 
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The deplorable Tragedy 
as ready pitch'd; to ſeiſe and ſequeſter him at plea: 
ure ; nay revenge is fo full of rage, that his ca- 
raſtraphe' was yet alas far more miſerable. Tore- 
late the pefticulers, Flors while thus imployd in 
Utrecht, being after a cheerctull dinner retired and 
layd- upon his bed , little dreaming of the bitter 
cup he was {0 rrmg » wr, af behold that 
ſubtile Synop, Ghysbert of Emfrel, ing in upon 
him; with a pretence of much wild-foule, and fair 
flying neer at hand; fo winningly baited his incli- 
nation , that hee ſoone after leſt the Citie, and as 
precipitatly fell into the ſnare : inſtead of other 
game finding only ſuch. prodigious birds of pray, 
as made himſelfe become the quarry. For with 
fome few followers being once paſt the ports, and 
within compaſſe of the traine forelay'd ; lo Ghyſ- 
bert of Emftell, Harmon of Woorden ;, Gerrit of Yel- 
fon, Hugh of Beyrland,-_Arent of Benſcopp, and 
Willem of Zaenden, 'affiſted by matly men'ini arms, 
had fodainly furronnded him beyond evaſion: and 
though Floris with fword in hand couragiouſly la- 
bonred his own deferice ; yet did that Arch-viper 
Felſo#,' with his trechetous abetters' ſo much pre- 
vatle ;ſo much with itnpatity-of number and pre- 
ion, over-power him g that his perſon was 
ſeiz'd, and ſecretly conveyed to the houſe of 
MWDEN, thence againe to bee ſhipp'd for 
ENGL m-yert But'the ym offered to Prin- 
ces bei a ſpreading, a diffnfive quality, could 
fo little Cd, Shacal that & ma; or 
was it eproare; refolving both his reſcue and re- 
| Venge, 
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venge and purſuing it with ſo much acrimony, 
that though the traitors hurried away their-priſo- 
ner, and for more ſecurity, by blind and devious 
places; yet were they dangerouſly gather'd on, c- 
ſpecially by the Troupes of Aarder ;, but alaſs, cre 
they came within diftance, and to graple ; / Flors 
being by his black-gaurd compell'd to take a ditch, 
and ſo rigorouſly the while, and poorely 
mounted , as might rather beſeeme his: miſery 
then his/leape; fell deepely be-murddered: in the 
midſt : andthe traitors being -puzzcl'd,” what' with 
haſt and feare,, gave him over _ rag 
wikhout a mortall engagement , ſhifting each as 

could for {ſatety : only that Vallaio Vaſe. was 10 
hellifhly. perverted into rancour and Tevenge, - that 
he parted not, till with bis-owpe hand ( I tremble 
to ſpeak it, )he here had broach'd the body of his 
owne ſoveraigne, with one and twenty mortall 
wounds ; which being perpetrated, ho/flcd likewiſe 
upon the ſpur to r himiſclife -at tus) houſe of 
Croonenbourgh. . The _ Kermers arriving ſoone 
after, found their Illuſtrious. Fleris,, ind © lately 
brighted with a workd. of bl z; note but ow- 
ner of afittle faiming breath; aticl even for that al- 
ſo, life and death in contention. Some of them 
plunging into the bloody bath where he lay, han- 
ded him up toland , others were again as zealous, 
in apprehending ſuch as Gerrie and the reſt had left 
behind, and even in the viewe of wofull FLORIS, 
repaying their villainy with 2 bitter death. Him- 
ſclfe now unrecoverably drawing on , wg" 

veighe 
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veighed backe to the :houſe ” of eMnudenbourgh , 
where hee lefr-to ſtickle further in this miſerable 

world, | 
And having thus foulded him up in his leaden 
ſheete, it may bee pertinent enough if after this 
ruthfull ſtory, I now feeke to-recreate the reader 
with an inſerted paſſage | of as much humanity in 
beaſts, as there was brutiſhneſle in theſe men. For 
Floris had at the time of his ominous ſurpriſe a 
brace of ſuch loyall loving Greyhounds 'with him, 
as attended him firſt to the houſe of Muden, thence 
to the diſmall ditch of his many woundes , thence 
to the place of his expiration, ſtill preferring his 
perſon Laviad his proſperity : nay ſo loyall were 
theſe poore creatures in their retribution, that when 
againe his corps' was __ for A lkmaer , they 
went a boord with it, landed with ir, ſtill atten- 
ded it ; and after a neceſſary imbowelling and im- 
baulming, (becauſe all further and ultimate cere- 
monies were to wait the Princes arrivall out of. Eng- 
land ;)when: I ſay it-was after this, placed in the 
Church-quire, ſo prefiſtant were they in their af- 
feRionate ſervice, that they, layed themſelves down 
at the feet of the Bear, continuing there with ſuch 
an obſtinate refuſall of all -profer'd ſuſtenance, that 
had they not been forceably removed, a voluntary 
famiſhment_ had quickly render d them as inſenſi- 
ble, as the reliques of their deceaſed maſter : O ! 
how ftrangeand —— was this love, this 
gratitude, and accordingly tobe cut in brafle, and 
carved in marble 2 how did theſe filly —_— 
ceme 
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feem reaſonable by the little ſpark of ſence, while 
thoſe men bec2me brutiſh mauger the radient 
flame of reaſon, whence I now muſt ſowre my 
diſcourſe againe , relating of ſcaffoulds, axes, 
wheels, the rigid proſequuters of their incorrigi- 
ble pravity. For ſuch a dreadfull peece is treaſon, 
that as the bullet of it does a world of miſchiefe 
point-blank, the brech alſo recoyles outragiouſly 
upon the firer, beating him over beyond any re- 
covery ; examples to this purpoſe are frequent e- 
nough , and thus I ſay our preſent Yelſoners were 
likewiſe buried in the ruins of that palace, which 
they had ſo trecherouſly overthrown. For ſo loud 
did the blood of FLORIS cry for vengeance, 
that his Aunts ſon Tohn of Aveſnes, Lord of Hene- 
gaw, would looſe no time, but was ſoone after 
with his Henewayes, and their blacke and bloody 
colours facing the houſe of Cronenbowg. Whether 
the Earle of Cleve deſcended alſo with an addi- 
rionall power, and as zealouſly thirſting for re- 
venge. And though by ſome partial! mediations 
it was after ſomewhat flackned, and woed to more 
- remiſsneſle ; yet was this pang of tmſcaſonable le- 
nity as quickly over againe, and there enſued ſuch 
a bitter generall aſſaulr, that the » by ſtorm- 
ing in, recovered both the viper Yelſon, and many 
of his partiſans. Neither ſtayed they here, but be- 
ing ſtill jelous of Dericks facility, and that ſome 
jugling would be uſed in behalf of the priſoners, 
drew againe rumultuarily to their armes, bluntly 
denouncing, that _ obſtructed the _ 
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full courſe of juſtice, ſhould likewiſe anſwer it 
with the loſſe of his own deareſt blood : ſo that 
this boyſterous commotion could not otherwiſe 
be level'd, then by ſevering the priſoners to their 
immediate execution, in the manner following. 
Thoſe of Dort had Hugh of Baerland, the Kermers 
William of Teyle, with two others ; thoſe of Delfe 
William of Zaenden, the Harlemers Arent of Benſcoop, 
the Count of Cleve Gerrit of Crayenhorſt and 0- 
thers with him ; the bodyes of all which, after 
the Headſman had done his office, were expos'd 
upon as many wheeles poſted up on high, ſo to 
be devoured by the naſtieſt kind of wormes, or 
elſe buried with other ſtinking carion, in the gor- 
ges of Crowes, Kites, and other birds of prey. 
Concerning the bloody butcher Yelſon, after hee 
had made a publick and punQtuall confeſſion of the 
the former particulars, he was diſpoſed, of to the 
men of Leyden, who ( that ;his puniſhment mighe 
beare ſome proportion with his offence, ) inclos'd 
him ina tunne, inveckedly lined with many ſhatp- 
pointed nailes, roling him thus like another Att:l;ze 
Regulus. through all their ftrects;, and after many 
other 'torments, beheaded and wheeled him up like 
his other confederates. Tthis, ( I ſay ) if wee take 
the old hollands chronicle for payment, was his 
miſerable end. But. ſome there are who differ 
much in: the relation, the rithme- Chronicle will 
ſay,(and with probabillatie cnough,)that Yel/on and 
Zaenden were upon the Prcing: of Croonenbourge , 
immediately wooried and {lain: by the ogng od 

titudes 
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titude, another, namely Bec a diſcourſes thus, Ge- 
rardus de Velſon traditionem comitis in aperto con- 
feſſus ef ſeriatim, &, atq; idem Gerardus inter acerba 
ſupplicia dire rotatus eſt: Gerrit of Velſon made a 
publick punctuall confeſſion of his villainie towards 
the Prince, and after many other bitter torments, 
was finally caſt out upon a wheele, ſo that the 
word Rotatus being an equinox, and ſuſceptible of 
ſeverall interpretations, hence perhaps has ſucceed- 
ed the former tale of atub, ſo beſet with ſpikers. 
Neither did his perſon only paſſe the pikes of pu- 
niſhment, but unevitable vengeance proceding yet 
further , thoſe of his blood were cither compell'd 
to difſemble their conſanguinitie, or elſe baniſh'd 
into forrain countries ,; the bearing his Coate-armor 
was to all men and forever interdied ; nay, even 
his place of aboade, the houſe of Croonenboug, was 
likewiſe utterly raced to the ground. Finally , 
though Haermon of Woorden, and Ghysbert of Am- 
Fell, immediately ſhrunk into forraine parts, from 
the perſonall upbraids and brands of juſtice ; yet 
with the former Gerrit, their blood was both at- 
raynted, and thoſe of it exterminated , their Coat- 
armors were for ever interdicted, and their goods 
and Signiories forfeited to the L. Paramont, Prince 
Fohn, To conclude Harrmon of Woorden died an 
exile in great miſery and poverty ; and Ghysbert 
of Xmſtell, groaning alſo under the ſame eternall 
banniſhment, layed his graye head in a forraine 
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IN the yeare 1236. Floris 
| the fourth being thus tre- 
cherouſly ſlaine, his eldeſt 
{onne William, then about 
ſix years old ſucceded him 
the 28th. Earle of Holand, 
Fealand, and Lord of Freiſ- 
land. In teſpet of whoſe 
diſproportionable minority 
for the managing of ſo great an eſtate: his Vncle 
ON Otto 
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Otto then Iiſop of Utrecht , pvc the Pro- 
reRorſhip , maintaining theſe countreyes in a 
happy caquie : and by their aide and afiſtance, 
ſubjeRing t s of Drent, and Coeverden, un- 
der his own obedience, This Earle William ha- 
ving at length overgrown his yeares of tutelage, 
and given infallible proffs of his inclination to the 
excerciſe of Armes : in reſpe& that the Emperor, 
Frederick the ſecond, and his ſonne Conrade, were 
both at that time under the bane of Pope 1nne- 
cent the fourth ; was by the interceſſion of -his 
coſen Henry Duke of Brabant, (as ſome report that 
his ſaid coſen might remove, 'and buſie ſuch an 
ative ſpirit farther from him, ) cleted King of 
the Romanes : this ſucceeding upon St. Michaels 
day Anno 1247, before the twentith year of his 
age. Now fince no Emperour can bee admitted 
his Coronation at Aker, unleſs he be firſt Knigh- 
ted, he conſequently upon this inducement, with 
all pertinent celebration received the Order ; and 
after ſome time of entertainment amongſt the E- 
leRors, and other Princes; begirt the City of 4- 
ken as then negleQing him, with a long-laſtin 

ſeige : neither deſiſted, till npon the laſt of 006. 
the year following, he by praQtiſe ſubdued it ; and 
therein becauſe of the ancient tradition, and in re- 
verence to- the memory of Charles the great there 
interred, was. anointed and crowned with eſpecial 
folemitie, This yeare King William travelled into 
Luickland, accompayned with Henry then Biſhop of 
i ; where for the fumme of 21. thouſand —_ 
1c 
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he gave the aa hab of Now ham with. 
al, the a unto Gelders the 
Biſhops ny to hold it of the Emacs by ho- 
_— provided ey that whenſoeyer ws. 

Was: 6, the Rowanes ſhould 
it back, ny 6.9 ge we ſaid Earle, 9s.any of his fu 
ceildrs, that then is ſhould be lawful for AF to 
reſciſe it againe. Which gift of bis was alſo con- 
firmed by Richard Earle of Cornwell, ſon to John 
King of England, King, of the Zaw.aves next ſuc- 
cede him. Aker which, as alſo a noble. Jane: 
pn him by the Lord Are. of 0 
of Trier , he ſat. down with his army 

befor he the Caſtle of Keyſeſ-ward, Fa by vi 
0 —_— it, Fhengce he 

Dn THEÞ 
was ce citizens thereo 
with many priviſedges. From F'trechs; he. returoes 
againe to Helland, there the faire Pallace 
x the Hagney the Hall timber, which, ; | 
cd to be lriſh wood, oper or 
ting cobwebs. Hee builc alſo Fa uſe. 
cherke in Kermerland, the , 


by Alckaaer, and pe Ee $i 

bath the- freedomes of it, EE 

Ds Toni 6s Ora. ZE 
a to Otto, 

and-- . his. Anceſtors 


ifes 1 the Nuptials Were Ce - 
law 125.1, upon the = of St. ont 
taken; and the ng llanng, when each = 
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of ſleepe; (as if 'infe 

oy Kr of — 6 $60 iy Sayeries, Yſo Violengs. 
" the wedding lioghe fer et on fire, by a ſervants 
ce that both Bride and Bridegroom re- 
Ioguibing their'late ſumptuous: adornments,” and 

>= wap, ſoveraignity, to the mercy of the ſaine; 
were compelled to 'a fuddaine and unclad evaſion: 
her owne hand- being the clew, by -which hee 
wound' himſelf thro wh the paſſages of the houſe, 


from ſuth 'an' datiger z' while\that un- 
Aer who'had beet "lo-careleſſe of his 


£ hor is pn F3419 BY '11 - ar" 1 4 | 
"Th the” yeate 1252 For the nin 6f tex thous 
find marks, he transferred all his rigtit of rent ac- 
cieving As Kitg of "the 'Rowiines ; 1 veond Artla- 
TR the Kingdom of eeles, and the townes 
ee eſanfon ; & ume. to Toby Park of Bur gondly, 
or 


ſo t0"e&dR'4 Mint'in the City. 
dernly Chalens. Bitthe year follow- 


: br gr © Mi wa, Famer fm Ther fo = 


F a ? of Flanders ; _ 
where: Hide cs Come and' pattially; to! the 


tg hol Ayer: children 'by * het\ſetond” hus- 
| at le Dotply of age bas 
he "of Ave mes 

r elde raged had' SHOT Adetheyd 
Willams filter : the aid 7ohn (25 may be colleGed 
#3s by the King/his brother'in law , > 
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and ſupported in-the purſuit of his'right; thatup 
on it, and ſome other diſcontents ; y de- 
mannded of him the land of Walcheren in Zealand, 
pretending it appurtenant to her county of Flawn- 
ers : and having her claime flighted by the King , 
as covertly as ſhe might, rayſed' a =_m army, 
wherwithall to ſurpriſe it. Vpon intelligence wher- 
of, King William being then at Antwerp, baſted 
the defigne to his brother Flors'';” adviſing him 
with what'force he could colleR, to attend his e- 
nemies at WefRchappell, Their leader,was Guy Earl 
of Flaunders, who at the parting with his mother 
Margaret, being interdicte returne, but with 
victory ; promiſed confidently either to make it 
her tributary, or his own tombe. As an induQion 
to which, he landed his forces without reſiſtance 
advancing bravely while neer to Weſtchapel, Floris 
diſcovered himſclfe in order of battaile, as coura- 
giouſly oppoſing him ; the conflict hapned upon: 
St, Martins day in ſummer, and was fought with 
much obſtinacy, till(in breife) the Hollanders pre- 
vailing, were here poſleſt of as great a victory, as 
either Holland or Zealand have at any. former time 
exployrted : and at the conclufion whereof ,- King 
William perſonally arriving ; found his enemy fo 
unrecoverably broken, that excepting the Generall 
and ſome other Chiefs and; Commanders , who 
ſill and deſperately made-head ; all of them were 
{laine, drowned. or demanding quarter. :Soone 
afrer Earle Guy, with his brother Ton of Dampier, 
the Earls of Guiſnes, and Barr, and many other; 
F 2 Lords, 
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Lords, Knights ,' and inferiours., were alſo taken 
captive, Concerning the number of the ſlaine, as 
it was certainly very great, ſo their is as great un- 

[ Writers ; the moſt authentick 


record it to be 30000, and Matthew Paris liv 
at the preſent, affirmes , that the Flemines , a. 
theit aides the Freachinn, there flaine a ta 
2mourited ( by report) to neete 100000, 

Now the Margaret though by this 
miſs-fortune of her 'children and other fabjedts, 
much dejeRed,, yet as thirſting much likewiſe af- 
tex revenge, adreſt her:ſelfe to Charles Eale: of 
Pu brother to Lews the 11th. King of Fraxce. 

nd ſtill-more bittetly- to whet-on- tlic quarrel], 
paſſed: agrant tb him, of all the lands of Henegaw, 
upon: which motive, aud the poſſeſſion of the ſaid 
county being throughly etigaged ; hee likewiſe 
boaſted as arrogantly , that could hee light npon 
that water-King in open field; Flawnders ſhould 
ſoone be need , and the Hollanders fo cruſhed 
under his oppo ion, as would bee famous to all 
after 'ages , but this vaunt of his, was ſuch a pil- 
lar of as foon vaniſht into aire. According 
ro ſome =_ Lewis himſelfe was princi- 
ES en ens 

| as1 15S DIOotner: 

but with my auchor veekerring the her opinion, 

Lewis rachier diſtaſted it , replying that ſince King 

Wilkaw had never provoked him with any offence, 

aftomackfutl woman fhould not bee of power to- 

kindle ovales betweene them. — 
ood 145 VW 


ad King.of the RoMans | @7 
which virteous admonition, the Countefle by her. 
ſo prodigall donation of Henegey, from / 0 H N 
of c4# ESNES, and the bloud of Holland, 
ſtil wound up the courage, and reſolution of Count 


{harles. 1159 b9 | 
Neither thought ſhe her late overthrow ſuffici- 
ently revenged by reſcifing this, and paſſing it to 
ſtranger ; but proceeding yet Further, ſhe compeld 
her. daughter jdt -or Adelbryd - to forſake the 
land , who departing to A4kes,-at which:place; the- 
King her brother was then refident ; wed a0 
him the conſideration, of theſe grievances, whese-, 
upon ( after ſome advice taken) he writ x0 Count 
Charles, | admonifhing him from this: uſurpation , 
whoſe reply was no ather, then a diſdainefall da» 
ring of the King to batrayle, let him ( quoth he} 
meet me in the open field , does he deſire ? 
his ſword mnſt only be his orator. As a behavi- 
our agreable to which vapour, he ſtill 

adding to his ſtrength ; and Enghien only excep- 
ted, pofſeſt himſelfe of all the other townes of 
Henegaw. Now having planted his leager before 
this Enehien, there came a challenge to him from 
King William, ing him as he-would neither 
have his goodnes, or valour called in queſtion to 
attend his coming at Af{cb upon the heath , ſome 
__ place as it ſeemes. convenient for bat- 
Cayic, A 


—_—_— —— the Count promi- 
ſed, furthermore that he would expeR him 
for three dayes, At which reply, —nny 

: ' ——_ 
ſuch 


modyober drug _— 
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ſach expedition; that he neither failed of the tune 
or place; but having finiſht chere the three dayes 
attendance , /for which his enemics-honour \ſtood- 
___ intelligence was given him, that Count 
Charles (diſmayed perhaps ar ſuch a conſtancy of 
reſolution ) diſtodging ſrom- before 'Enghien ; was 
fled" againe towards his owne country, and in his 
returne had fortyfied' himſelfe -at' Yalencyn : King 
William thetclore 'advancing with joyfull acclama- 
tions" by Zager to. Yalencyn, was relolute / to pu- 
rh what -di{dainfull behaviour, had formerly bin 
nſed towards him : but :Count Charles diſtruſti 

both his own power and the Kings fury , at his 
approach quit the town, departing overtthe'Scheld 
into France; And thus is 'a wrongfull poſſeſſion 
quickly defeated, thus does arrogancy perform bur 
a timpany, where ir promiſes achild,. The beſieged 
upon PRs: ſubmitting their ports , were 
received into favour, accordingto which example, 
the diſconſolate Counteſſe alſo, being now pre- 
vented” of her ends, 'and diſparing better ſucceſle; 
fought by ſubmiſſion and ſurisfaRiong to redeem 
her former miſdemeanour;. and; having againe-re- 
ſtored Hentgiw to her ſor John, and as a further 
addition to' his'revenew, - newly granted him the 
land 'of Ae{F#, and the foure ambachts : was upon 
theſe conditions' reconciled” to the King ,:thus end- 
ing the contchtion berween Holland and Flaunders. 
Neither' could 'King| Wiftiam call this ſucceſſe, a 
fingle happineſſe, for-in his retreat from Yalencyn, 
a'a/Joynt companion ' with it,: hejunderſtood- hows 
1M; elite 
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{lf richer alſo then before ,: by the'bith of: a 
ſonne and; heire , who. was.;chriftened -F Z:0- 
R TI S, according to the name of his -Grand- 
father. | 
Next enſuing to this ( ſayes. mine author, ) 
n. letters; from\Pope Tungcent the fourth ;, 
the: King travelled; ſecretly - to: Gewos in Italy , 
there, obtaining of him both' Miter, Staffe, and 
Ring , for the; Abbot of Z2mont, - with.ather 
viledges. Some report -the Popes ſtale [to 
ave .then been at Lions in Frence,: and (that 
his journy was made thither, -whete-in-prefence 
of many, Biſhops, his Holineſfe'copfirmed:.him 
EPSON. Whether ſo. were ar. not ;j1maſh 
certune is, it, that the, Erzgſes 'atrrhis-acturng 
were fallen into rebtllion- 4: and as misfortunes 
come ofrentimes-.together, ; there -alſo-happi 
a diflention betweene him;and.. the) x {of tut 
zrecht. , by. which obſtacles; bis ſecond: acpayre 
for Ira, and-publick Jnaugurizion, by the Pope 
(for which, hee- was now makibg-royall prepd- 
ration, )/was deferred...till foe. fitter timeyIt 
any one; demand haw he cime' thus )ſuddainby, 
and. violently, to-diſtaſt the of.ricke pitido 
befell,. thax being there, 2nd, ſolacing: himſeife 
in St. Maries Church-yard, with: the Cannons 
of the. ſame $Hooe:bring caſt from Aarre; by 
oe, npknor harder garly: wounded'thim, 
that becoming thereupon vety; impatient; 'hee 
concluded it to be ſome: Rn 
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with-proteſtation'as- opportunity befell-him, to 
be throughly: revenged” ; whence enfued his in- 
ſtant-parting the: towne, and conſequently his 
open defiance againſt it. Whereupon the per- 
plexed: cirizens, - procure a ſafe cotidi;” ſent 
their: Burghimaſters 'to the Highe, there to 
deavour' a pecFain but Al W1 vai; Kin 
William could , unleſſe the tr 
| w/v him ; ' and} without that 
n,/Rill cheeatened to: levell thei City 
with the ground3 '! 100d 7 
Now 'whiile thaſs Petiticters were ſcarch- 
ing after the Malefadtor',” the King conſideri 
thac-in his abſence; choſe of Weſt-Fritland, 
much wwong and viol to- by 
- Subjefts> the 'Hollanders ; ind that 
wonkd beo! inconvenient! to retire = Italy, 
conteſting. foraine. Dominion ; unleſſe $ oy 
hepaitaiy: Subjects: weed "frfl-tvetaitne teefaitned my 
King (1 fy) theſe inducertients un m, 
drew.into. #rizdand witty a great: pin whete, 
upon:the fifcernth of Far hee mit 21 Ex- 
pedition )overi the” Ice 6 m—_ thenck 4 
gaitc- rd:#90kcs; Inbdulhg) forte of the 
obs. but theſcals-of vitiory: was ſoohe' jrvrml 
_— bythat of -conttaty' fortune for when af. 
teryards tintending wich fire and [word to = 
fequnie>the Village of ATT 
dangerous" aocelſe'; '28'! be ded with 
uncenaino Fennie- grounds, and was advancing 
with 
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with ſome few attendants to diſcover it, and 
the poſture of his Enemies , the ficle Ice, be- 
comming full as faulſe as thoſe the Fricſes, be- 
trayed him over to their utmoſt fury. Others 
again report, that this befell at Medenblick, not 
at Hooghwoude ; and tis athird relation alſo, that 
the Frieſes defeated him in places of diſadvan- 
tage, where by reaſon of the comberous lakes 
and ditches, his hotſe troopes were unſervice- 
able. Mathew Paris. an Author of the ſame 
time, and therefore of the clearer credit; ſe- 
conds the firſt of theſe, and does it home; in- 
forming us in his Chronicle of Hemry the third, 
then K. of England, that William having engaged 
himſelf upona frozen meere heavily armed, with 
a ſtrong couragious horſe under him, and broch- 
ing him with the ſpurs for quicker evaſion ; was 
by thus plunging among the mud and waters, ſtil 
further and unrecoverably puzzeled ; ſo that 
his followers having forſaken bim, as dreading 
to partake in the like diſaſter, he was there, by 
the darts of his attentive rebells, unmercitully 
flaughtered. In fine howſoever the place, and 
other circumſtances of his death may be diverſly 
related, yet they all conſent in the po; 
agrecing it to have befallen him in this expedi- 
tion againſt the Freiſes An, 1256. Concerning his 
army, 'twas devided into two battailes, the one 
formerly led by himſclfe, the other committed 
to the Lord William of Brederoode 5 who ſoon 

G | after 
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after this misfortune, was overthrowne by the 
enemy ; in which conflict thoſe of Dor: were 
all defeated, three hundred only excepted, other 
writers except but three. Of the men of Delfe 
allo,(with whom the levies of A/ckmaer are to 
be conjoyned,)there eſcaped bur five, yet theſe 
few (as is oblerved by a Chronicler under Phil- 
lip Duke of Burgondy,)returned home reſerving 
their cowllers. 

This King William had iflue by his Queene 
Eliazabeth of Bruinſwick, aſfon chriſtned Flors, 
who ſucceded him the fift of that name. His 
Queene as a faithfull copartner of his fortunes, 
deceaſed alſo in the fame year 1256, and as they 
had long lived together, ſo their time of leave- 
ing like was not much diftant. She was interred 
war gong nap 

cer an 
in Frieſland, were alſo tadlated by -his ſonne 
FLORIS, of which reade more at large 
in the diſcourſe of his life immedatcly follow- 
ing. 
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The fonrth of that name, Earl of 


HOLLAND, Z &A- 


LAND, and Loxp of 
da 4 ND: 


© N the yeare 1.2 2 3. Floris 
WH the fourth of that name 
[- ſucceded] his Father Wl- 
> | lama the 1gth Earl 
of Holland, Zealand, = 
Lord of Frieſland 

' was married to For 
| daughter of ' Henry Duke 
of Lorraine and Brabant, 
who made bn made him the father of ſeverall children, 
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as will appeare hereafter. This Prince at the 
ſute of his Brother 0 7. T'0 Biſhop of Urrechr, 
was very beneficial to that figniory, in perti- 
cular, made a ſtrong dike at his own charge cx- 
tending from Ameronge to Schonhoven. 

In the yeare 1233 by inſtigation of Pope Gre- 
gorythe ninth, a general Croyſade was proclaimed 
againſt the Stadznghers , a people abutting upon 
the Biſhopprick of Breme 4 And {0 toughly cau- 
terized with Athiſme, that beſides the promil- 
cuous uſe of their Neeces, Siſters, and Mothers, 
they not-onely chaſed away all their Clergy , 
bot the former Pope having/imployed his Le- 
gate, with funtiry Tearnet- cn for their refor- 
mation, afrermany other indignities, as preſum- 
ing ſtill further, and now precipitately ruſhing 
into the worſt of wickedneſſe ; they laying vio- 
ſent hands:upon; theſe religious ,ceformers , put 
them all to death. In revenge of which excrea- 
ble murder, Flor# Earl of Hofland, Henry Duke 
of Brabant. . Derrick Earle: of Cleve, and-m 
other 'Lords :combined in a Croy/add” again 
them '; and (vr — of foure thouſand 
Srallabnber, taivi ionddred ' their whol 
country, Rnd. againe with much honor and 
booty z; Willian Lord of Hgmoend being the folc 
man of note, that miſcarryed in the . 
-.. After which happy ſucceſſe, 4s 1235, this 
noble Prince was:treacherouſly {laine in a tour- 


nament, celebrated by the Earle of Clermont, 
at 
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at Corby in Picardy upon the river Some ; and be- 
ing by the former yeare conducted ploriouſly 
through the many dangers of an obſtinate war, 
was by this, deprived of life in the diſtruſtleſs 
recreations of peace. R afirmes that the 
Earle of Cleermonts jelouſtie , was the cauſe of 
this diſaſter, and in revenge hereof, that Cleer- - 
mont was allo {laine by Dredirick Earl of Cleve, 
Vncle to Floris, The dead corps was brought 
into Holland, where hee happily had governed 
for the ſpace of cleven yearcs, and was buried 
in the cloyſter of Reynsbrgh, The Counteſle 
Machtelt is Dowager fareiv'd him long, leading 
a very religious courſe of life, and deceafing 
Anno 1267, was interred in the Cloyſter of 
m—_ by the Hage, which ſhe' formerly had 
edified. þ 
Theſe two left behind a very remark- 
able iſſue, witneſs their eldeſt ſon William who 
ſacceded, and atchieving far beyond his prede- 
ceſſours, was alſo King of the Romans, Flors 
their ſecond ſon, a terror to the Flemings, and 
his brothers deceale Regent of Holland. 
Alijdt married to Tohn of Aveſnes Earl of Hene- 
Faw, and who thus annexed that Principality to 
the houſe of Holland. And then Margares wite 
wo Haermon Farl of Heningbowgh, rixaculouſly 
delivered at one birth, of 365 children , concer- 
cerning which prodigie, the roth chap. and 19th 
deviſion of our Hollayds Chronicle my 
rave 
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Grave Floris the 4th of that name, had allo: a- 
mongſt other children, a daughter named Mach- 
telt, whom he gave in marriage to Haermon Earl of 
of Hennenbourgh. Her brother was William K, of 
the Romans ; Otto Biſhop of Yerecht, and Henry D. 
of Brab int, were her VYacles, the firſt by the fa- 
thers fide, Hen. by the Mothers ; Alijdt Counteſs 
of Henegaw 'was her Suſter , and 0tro Earl of 
Gelders, with his brother Henry Biſhop of Luick, 
her Nephews. Todecline further circumſtance, 
this: Lady obſerving a poore widdow, that with 
rwo- little'twins in her boſome , was entreating 
an Almes at her doore; could not detaine from 
upbraiding. her with diſhoneſty, affirming it im- 
poſſible/to' have: more children at a birth, then 
one, 'by one and: the' ſame man ; to which the 
| poore ſoul replyed again, that the Divine power 
might yet accompliſh any thing art pleaſure ; but 
the Counteſle perſiſting Rill incredulous, after 
many reproachfull ſpeeches, enforced her with 
diſgrace from her preſence ; whereupon, this 
poore diſtred woman , __ eyes to hea- 
ven, humbly entreated of almighty , that 
the Counteſs alſo might have as many children 
at a birth, as there were dayes in the year, and 
thus it afterward -befell. For the Counteſs cone 
ceiving by her husband,; and coming down into 
Holland, to her Nephew Floris the pie at Looſ- 
duine ; became there ſo prodigiouſly great, as 
neither eye, nor care had ever notice of the like. 


upon 
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upon our Ladies day in Lent, being Good-Frida y 
An. 1276 ſhe fell in travell, and was delivered 
of 365 children, all proportionable, and of re- 
quilts members ; which were chriſten'd ina ba- 
ſon, by her Vncle ot Biſhop of Utrecht , the 
men children were named Fohn , the women 
Eilizabeth , and inſtantly after Baptiſme , with 
their Lady Mother departed this life, they were 
all buried together in the cloyſter of Looſduine, 
as appeateth at this day by an inſcription in the 
lame place,over their grave,the which enſues thus, 

En tibi monſtroſum nimis & memorabile fattum, 
'  quale nec a mundi conditione datum 

Hes lege, mox animo ſlupefattus, lethtr abibis. 


M Argareta Hermanni Comitis H nndibergie 
wxor, qaurti Flortntlj Conitis Hollandie & 
Zelandie filia, Gulielmi Regls Rotmaniorimn, ac poſtea 
Ceſaris ſeu Geubernatoris Imperij, at Alithere Co- 
mits Hannonie ſoror, cujus patrins ? Econ Tra- 
Jeenſis, avwnculi autem filius Dus rabantie, & 
Comes Thuringie. Hes autem 1uftriſima Conti- 
Hiſſa annos quadraginta duds Ciftitty wata, ip die 
Paraſceves nonem tirciter hovaWi, anne mi A 
ducentiſimo, ſeprnagefims ſtkro, t#etentos ſexagints 
quing, enixa e#t pueros, qui frins a Cuidone Suf- 
fraganeo Trajeftenſi omines its dibbirs ex are pelvi- 
bus baptiſati ſimr + quorum maſchli quotquot e- 
rant Foannes, puelle antem opmes Eliſabethe. v0- 
cate ont, qui ſſmul omuts carh Watre nnd eodem, 
die fatis - conceſſerum , arque in hot” Lanſdunenſe 
ate, H templo 


| 
| 

| 
1 
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panperculam quandam faminam, que ex uno par- 
tu gemellos in. ulnis geftabat pueros, quam rem 
ipſa Comitiſia admirata, dicebat, id per unum vi- 
rum fieri nan poſſe, ipſamqg, . contumeliose rejecit. 
- Unde hec paupercala animo perturbata, ac percul- 
ſa, mox tamtum. prolium numerum 4c multitudinen 
ex uno_ partw' ipſa imprecabatus, quot wel totius 
anni dies. numeratur.. Quod quidem preter nature 
curſum obſtupenda quadam ratione ita fattum et, 
ficuti hic in pirpetuam huigs rei memoriam - ex 
vetufts ; tam mannſcriptis, quam typis excuſis, 
Chrogics breviter poſitum & enarratum eſt. Deus 
ille ter maximus hac de re ſuſpiciendus, honor andus, 
ac laudibus extollendus in ſempiterna ſecula, Amen. 
The {ad writing tranſlated alſo .into. Dutch, 
ſtands to be ſeen betwixt two copper baſons in 
the Church at LZooſduine, and. is of many that 
viſit that place in reſpe& of the miracle, daily 
coppyed out. . But, that it has: continued there 
for' many ages, cannot ſo ſecurely be avouched; 
nay *tis well enough knowne, that fince. the 
Netherland troubles, this Table has been re- 
we, and changed from what. it was, and that 
a Freiſe, Maniſcript, yritten .by . brother. Peter of 
Tabor, above a hundred years paſt, places ano- 
ther Epirapth, .namely certaine verſes over the 
miraculous . Mothers 'Tombe , .. which ' enſue 


- -- licke Godes kracht 
Mackmen menichſins wel mercken!, 


want 
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. Want \eens/een Frouken (Uoortbracht 
'Twee kinder te ſamen-inden wercken 
Dat verwonderde.heur vrouw Margriet, 
Go ; 3 -b «\ . gk +» 

Their effe&- in our "language is rendered as 

DES py h _ 

By fun ange examples, are we 

To mo Cad, incomprebenſive might ; 

As one of which," when once awoman bred 
Two children at a birth,” and Margarite ' ' 
Dutcheſs of Hennenbetghy mmch wondring ſaid, 

That ſure a woman being ſingly knowne, 

And but by one ſole man, could alſo beaxe bus one. 


High God injoyning it ſhould ſo befall, 

+; e herſelfe, three bundred f ly 

All at the ſame prodigious burthen, all 

By one peculiar man, ſoone: after ;boore; 

Great Biſhop Guy, baptis'd'theſe. children ſniall 
Within a Baſon bright , and at the Fount 

There witneſs'd many dames ,and Princes of account. 


Orecome by. ſuch ſurcharg the mother dyed, , 

To William choſen Almaynes King, and born 

The Prince f Holland, (be was neere allyed ; 

At nine of clock upon Geod-Friday morne 

Sh expired, the yeare of it, # ſpecified . 

To be that of. one thouſand, hundreds twarne, 

and ſeventy ſix, 0 let her ſole for ever raigne. 

This old infcription differs apparently from 
the former ; nay that coppy which 1#n7 #s has 
cyted inthe 20. chap. of his Batauja, runs likewiſe 
otherwiſe , as followeth, Max. 
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M Hrgarte Hermann! Comitis Henyenbergie 
zxw, laſtris Domini Floemij Comitis Hol- 
landie filis, cujus mater fuit Mathildis filia Hen- 
rici Ducks Brabantie , fratrem quog, habuit Gu- 
Gelmrwns A lemannie Regerm : hac prafata Domi- 
za  Margareta, Anno M CC LXXVI. etatis 
ſue anno quddrageſime ſecundo, rpfo die Paraſce- 
ves, htra nona ante meridien, prperit. infautes vi- 
vos promiſes fexus numero trereuins ſexeginta 
quatuor : qui poſtiquam per venerabilem Epiſcopum 
didonem Seffragantam, preſemibus 
nonnulls Proteribus & Magnatibus, in pelvi qua- 
dam bagtiſens ſacr amextuwm prreepiſſents, er maſ- 
culis Foanes, femells wero mnt —_— im- 
ofiturs friſin, ipſorene ormmin cum maty is 
con ad yr yon 4 _ redrerwnt, cor- 

4 autem 4x0 LIM 

"- Magaret wife to Count Hmaewof Hennen- 
Sergh; 'daughter'to the renowned Lord Floris 
Earl of Holland, who had to Mother Machtelr 
—_— to Hewry Duke of Brabant, as alſo to 
her brother William King of Almayne : this :- 
forefaid Lady Margaret anno 1276, being then 
of wwe forty rwo years 01d, amb-did up- 
on Good-Friday about nine- of the clock in the 
forenoone, bring forth 364 living children of 
both ſexes, which”a baſon, and before many - 
noble perſons, wefr after chriſten'd by the rc- 
verend Biſhop Lord Gay ſuffragan : the Males 
were named Tohn, the Females E1:3ab:th , all 
whoſe ſoules together with their mothers re- 
turned 
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turned to God there to live for ever, but for their 

bodies they reſt peaceably under this ſtone. 
Now howſocver there is in God no ſhadow of 
chang, neither can his arme be ſhortned, but 
remaines to day as yeſterday, ftill overruli 
nature, or working befide it, or againſt it, at his 
own good will and pleaſure, and therefore this 
marvellous narration ſeemes not raſhly to bere- 
jeRted. Yet conſidering how ſparingly the milk 
of miracles has been imparted, fince the child- 
hood of the Church , and to moderate ſome 
ſuch as make an idoll of tradition, peremptori- 
ly relying upon what ſhe produces ; it ſhall not 
be. amiſs, 'thar the weight and certainty of this 
report, be yet alice farthet ſifted and examin'd. 
Know therefore that there remaines a great dil- 
agreement amongſt ancient writers, both con- 
cerning the yeare , and ſundry other cir- 
cumſtances, of this wonderful Mo r n = n. 
The _ of an __ prone) in 
the 17th deviſion, . the x1th. amongſt the 
children of Flors the Pur, names — for 
for wife to Count Haermany of Hennenbergh , 
with which both Smeoyw , and Bokenbergius alſo 
concurre : and after in the 19th devifion, the 
xoth chapter, (formerly inſerted verbatim, calls 
her againe Machtels, Tohn Beca both in his latin 
relation, and in dutch alſo, names her Machrile, 
Heda, Mechtilds comitis Hennenbergie axor, which 
is'accordingly ſeconded by Toh» Cuſpinian, and 
then againe by CHeyerws , who likewiſe adding 
H 3 further 


he 
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further, ſaies that both thoſe miſtake who write 
her Margarite, and ſuch as will attribute this mi- 
raculous birth to the year 1314; for though in- 
<< one named Guy , brother alſo to Thr the 
econd of that name Prince of Holand, (namely 
Guydo Avienſis) was at that time Biſhop of U- 
zrecht ,, yet whoſoever ſettles upon this relation, 
does by thus concluding of the Biſhop, loſe the 
Mother, ſince our Margaret, or Machteld Conn- 
teſſe of Hennenbergh, lived-ſo diſtant from that 
age , that both the Annals. of Brabant, and a 
Chronicler cited likewiſe by Marcus of V aern- 
wick, will confine this wonderſull birth to the 
yeare. 1244. Nay, the ſame Yaernmwick, (a thi 
which. differs yet again from the former, ) will 
quot the little Hoands Chronicle , aſcribing it 
to the year 1266, and then the great one,(which 
is alſo ſeconded, by 'the preſent Epitapth., and 
relation of Tunizs fore-repeated,)to that of 1276; 
this laſt the rather ſucceding, becauſe they will 
dreame yet againe of another contemporary Bi- 
bop Otto of the Hollands bloud ; or ( rather 
as ſome will) his ſuffagran G#y, then miniſtring 
the Sacrament of Baptiſme ; but if the regiſter 
of thoſe Biſhops be true , this againe- muſt of 
neceſſity be falſe; the Lord 1ohn of Naſſaw, be- 
ing at that time inveſted: with the ſtoole of U- 
trecht, the 39th. Biſhop of that Sea, continuing 
in it, from 1267 till 1287, his predeceſſor was 
the Lord Henry of Yiana, and as touching Otto 
before cited , hee was but the 36th. Biſhop in 


that 
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eat liſt, deceaſing 1248, nor may be admit- 
ted as of any privity with this miracle : neither 
is her deceaſe of any direer certainty, for how- 
foever moſt writers are of opinion, that the 
children being baptiſed, were with their mother 
arreſted preſently by the powerfull hand of 
_ death , yer Heda, and the Belgick Chronicle, 
found in the library of Tohn Piftorins,. affirme 
both, that ſhe ſurvived longer, not expiring till 
the year 1277, and Heds protratts the time of 
her deceaſe till 1278, with contrariety ſtill con- 
tinues the relation more queſtionable. Then again 
concerning the number of her children, ſome 
there are, which ſpeak of 3. hundred ſixty five, 
as many -as the yeare has dayes ; others will 
have but three hundred fixty foure, an equall 
number both of Males and Females, nay Fohn 
Cuſpinian, (it his Copie bee not corrupted by 
the Scribe or Printer) informes us but of 3503 
neither does there want ſome alſo which report 
one .of theſe for an Heremoprodite, and of 
both ſexes. Beyond all which, it may be ſome 
hinderance alſo to the current admiſhon of this 
ſtorie, that neither the rithme-Chronicler, ( an 
anthentick Writer of | the ſame times) nor Beca, 
flouriſhing not long after, ſhould once glance. at 
ſuch a.remarkable paſſage. Nay which is unan- 
ſwerable it we ſearch into there petegree, there 
can no” Harrman, or Earle of other name, bee 
found amongſt all the Counts of Henenbergh , 
that has wedded any daughter of the _—_— 
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and Princes of Holland. Finally what man ſo 
credulous, as to conceite 2 woman of her bree- 
ding ſo ignorant * could the ſight of two twins 
become {ſo ſtrange a Novelty 7 or are the Hol- 
landers ſo blockiſh and voyd of obſervation , 
above other Nations ? even their uſuall expe- 
rience will tcſtifie the contrary, and it befalls 
amongſt them, that women have oſten three, 
nay ſometime foure at the ſame birth. 
Gulielmus, Hermanus , Gaudanns , with Snoyws 
his Countric-man and Secator, doe both objeR 
for confirmation of this Hiſtory, that the houſe 
of Poroyen, or Pueroyen ſituate between the Ri- 
vers of Maze and Wale, necre Bomell, and ha- 
ving in it as many Windoes, as the yeare dayes 
was fo named f arx pucrorum; but this ar- 
availes little, for in ancient roules and in- 
| ram it remaines not Poroyen, but Poderoyen, 
So that as an abridgment of the premiſes, ſince 
this miraculous M © t n = = is found fo full of 
noiſe and litigation, fince both her name, her 
rime of childing, the number of her iſſue, her 
deceaſe, and husbands lineage, arc ſo repugnantly 
preſented, ndy ſtill: more prefſing, the contems 
potrary Chroniclers, and of cleareſt reputation, 
yet give no ſmalleſt hint of any fſoch prodigie, 
we muſt rather be cautious ; concluding, that at 
a ſuddain glance, and withouta ſerious putting it 
tothe teſt, Copper may paſſe for currant, as well 
as Gold, Some further arguments might yet be 
added, oppoſing the relation , but what remaities 
ſhall rather be referred to ſome other convenience. 
FINTIS, 
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